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Editorial

Natalia 30 appears with a new name writing the editorial. In fact, most of the initial
work towards this issue was led by John Deane before he left the editorial chair at the
end of thc first quarter of 2000. To him must go the credit, not only for weaving the
threads for the fabric of this issuc, but also for maintaining the pattern cstablished for
Natalia through the many years he has served on the editorial board in various capacities:
as a member, as editor of Notes and Queries, and as editor. Possibly no new incumbent
of this chair has been so conscious of the value of the work done by his predecessors and
colleagues as have I. The editorial board is a rich mix of expertise, experience, wisdom
and zeal, and it 1s a constant advantage to be able to draw on the advice of two former
editors in John Deane and T.B. (Jack) Frost.

Advancing technology has altered much in the process of compiling and producing
a journal such as this. Onc of the less helpful changes is that newspapers such as The
Natal Witness, on which we have often relied for the photographs which normally ac-
company our obituaries, no longer maintain a full library of hard copics of these. More
and more frequently computer imagces are used to produce the pictures that appear in
newpsapers, and the ephemeral electronic files are then discarded. In several instances,
the search for alternative sources has. unfortunately, not been successful.

The previously unpublished piece in this issuc is a set of letters written by Archibald
Murray in 1850, cdited and placed in context by Shelagh Spencer. Also in the vein of
personal expericnces is the article from Esmé Hennessy, who remembers the work done
by her doctor father during her childhood in Umzinto. Professor Hennessy has also
provided us with a book review.

Natalia is often seen as primarily an historical journal. and perhaps it is. We are not,
however, exclusively historical in our content, and in this issue Stephen Coan adds a
new dimension to his ongoing interest in H. Rider Haggard with an article on the filming
of aversion of King Solomon s Mines at Otto’s Bluff. In the field of current affairs rather
than history, though certainly of historical import, Michael Nuttall, recently retired An-
glican Bishop of Natal, provides insights into church efforts to mediate in the political
strife associated with the country’s first democratic elections in 1994,

Contemporary responses to historical events are considered by Brigadier Jim Parker
in his overview of the events marking the centenary of the second Anglo-Bocer War, and
he has also contributed a book review. Two articles of a definitely historical nature
make up the set, and complement one another. John Laband has provided a detailed
account of the visit of the Empress Eugenie to Natal and Zululand, a pilgrimage to the
places where her son the Prince Imperial passed the last weeks of his life as he eagerly
followed the course of the Anglo-Zulu War of 1879. Steven Kotze writes of the strong
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infiuence of French clergy on the Roman Catholic church in Natal during the first cen-
tury of its work here. He focuses particularly on St Mary’s parish church in
Pietermaritzburg, whose present building replaced the small church to which Louis
Napoleon’s body was brought after his death in Zululand.

In his editorial of five years ago, Graham Dominy looked forward to the political
and socio-economic challenges which lay ahead of the province and the country under
its new constitution, and wrote, ‘Natalia needs to reflect the changing conditions in the
province and in the country as a whole. We look forward to contributions which help to
illuminate the history and culture of all our region’s inhabitants.” Surveying the contents
of the present issue, one may perhaps feel that the contributions which we seek still
largely elude us. With a new century now firmly opened, the editorial board does hope
that more writers will see Natalia as an avenue for the range of contributions which
Graham Dominy envisaged.

MORAY COMRIE
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Social Studies in the University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg.

SHELAGH SPENCER is a historical researcher, and author of the multi-volume
British Settlers in Natal: A biographical register, and a member of the Natalia
editorial board.
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